Media Should be focus on environmental Issues  DR N B Rao 

Dehradun, 31 July: 
CMS VATAVARAN on the second day of its festival organized a Media Round Table on Reshaping the Future of Environmental Journalism. The media roundtable was chaired by Dr N Bhaskara Rao, CMS Chairman. 

The discussion aimed at understanding the role of media as the fourth estate and its contribution. It dealt with the satire that the environmental issues do not make headlines unless they turn into disasters. 

The discussion focused on how the media in Uttarakhand is covering the issues of biodiversity. An overview on environmental issues highlighted by media was given by Dr BC Choudhury, Consultant, CMS Environment & Former Professor. Mr Rajiv Bhartari, CCF (Ecotourism) represented Forest Department, Uttarakhand during the media roundtable. Senior correspondents from prominent media agencies were: Mr Jyotirmay Thapliyal (The Tribune), Mr Prem Pratap Singh (Amar Ujala) and Mr Arjun Kaintura (Radio Khushi). 

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman, CMS Dr N Bhaskara Rao said, “We are here to bring together people and give them a platform to discuss environmental issues. The concept is to work for each other. Dehradun is an inspiration for the others in the country in the aspect of environment. I would request the media to take up the issues of environment in a more elaborate manner. Sensitivity towards environment is a prime concern.” 

Rajiv Bhartari stated that media is closely related to forest department and they give it prime importance. “We use media as the most important tool for public awareness of our programs and strategies. Media gives us adequate space. We only have to concentrate on seeking more result oriented stories and increasing interactivity. We are also resorting to new techniques of media and we need to device a strategy to use it for sustainable association. We should use media in a more planned and organized manner,” he further added. 

Dr B C Choudhury in his brief presentation spoke about traditional mass media and emergence of supplemented mass media. He also elucidated on major environmental issues projected by the mass media in Uttarakhand during the last four decades. Individual cases like Chipko movement, Tehri dam construction, Corbett tiger reserve and greening of Mussoorie were discussed

Festival Director, CMS VATAVARAN, Ms Alka  Tomar  shared  an analysis of the research done by CMS on 291stories by prominent media agencies of Uttarakhand in a period of six months in context to environment. According to her, coverage in Hindi newspapers was much more as compared to English newspapers. She also highlighted that environmental disasters were given more prominence by media than information on decline in floral and faunal species.
Mr R S Raisally, CCF, Forest Department, Uttarakhand was of the view that the media should do responsible reporting by doing systematic research and analysis on their news stories before disseminating them among the masses .

Earlier during the day, documentary films on biodiversity were screened at different venues to cater to heterogeneous audience i.e. school students, industry workers particulary female. 

Special screenings were held at Jaswant Modern Senior Secondary School, ICFRE Auditorium, Titan Industries Limited and Welham Boy’s School on the second day of the film festival and forum.

Films on festival theme “Biodiversity Conservation” screened at the festival were: Bunty’s tree, Shelter, Tiger Queen, What goes around Comes back around, Polar Bears- Living in Thin Ice, Shelter, Rajaji- A forest by the Ganges. Films on climate change screened at the festival were Happy Feet, Human Planet Arctic: Life in Deep Freeze and Faith Revisited.
The screening in every venue was followed by a Biodiversity Quiz and Biodiversity Around You activity which was much enjoyed by the school students. The short films dealt with several environmental issues and tell remarkable stories from different walks of life. 

The highlights of tomorrow’s programme :
· Panel Discussion on challenges to biodiversity of Uttrakhand from Climate Change at ICFRE Auditorium From 02:30 pm to 05:00 pm
· Green Film  Making Workshop  | Time : 09:00 pm | Venue: EMPCB, Doon University by Eminent  Green Filmmaker Gurmeet Sapal
·  Green Film Screening in venues:
·  Doon University

· The Asian School

· Welham Girls School

· Merico Industries Ltd

· Guru Nanak Fifth Centenary School

